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Introduction

The war on drugs has been fought for over 40 years now and it appears like drugs have won it. The country has so far spent more than 1 trillion dollars prosecuting this war. Despite the efforts that have been placed to ensure that the country is drug free, there is virtually very little to show for the same (Kristof, 2009). This paper argues that the war on drugs is one that the country has actually lost. The argument is fronted on two levels of consequences which the war on drugs has so far brought about.


Firstly, the war on drugs has led to an increase in population in American prisons. The US today incarcerates people at a high rate that is equivalent to five times the rate in the world (Kristof, 2009). To explain the high rise in prison population, the number of people who have been imprisoned for drug offenses shot up from 41,000 in 1980 to close to 500,000 as at today. Just until the country started war on drugs the rate of incarceration was nearly the same as that of other countries.


Secondly, the war on drugs has led to empowerment of criminals at home and also terrorists in other countries. One of the main reasons why popular economists have favored the legalization of drugs is that interdiction leads to an increase in prices and this is likely to increase profit margins for everybody (Kristof, 2009). This increase will be there for both the Taliban and the Latin drug cartels. This empowerment has resulted in a lot of wastage of resources that would, otherwise, have been used elsewhere for other constructive duty.
Conclusion


Based on the two reasons highlighted which are empowerment of criminals and the increase in prison population among others, it is sufficient to say that the war on drugs has been lost. It is apparent that the stakes are clearly too high for the country.
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